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Become a surrogate grandparent

Volunteer Grandparents
Society of B.C.

3 - 1734 West Broadway,
Vancouver

736-8271

The traditional family
has changed from what it
wasjust a mere twenty years
ago. Many family units are
attempting to cope with both
the father and mother at
work, or with the single par-
ent at work. All children can
greatly benefit from the wis-
dom and experience of a
grandparent—in fact, we
may go so far as to say that
each child needs a grandpar-
ent! Would you share your
time and love with a surro-
gate grandchild?

Volunteer Grandparents
Society brings together fami-
lies, who do not have grand-
parentsin the area, with peo-
ple of grandparent age. It is
our aim for each volunteer
grandparent’s relationship
tobe as close and as fulfilling
as possible. There is no con-
tract, no committed hours.
The commitment is tobe mu-

tually agreed.

Fact sheet

— Our objective is to
match grandparents (aged 40
and over) with families who do
not have natural grandpar.
ents available andwhosech:l
dren are between the ages of
three and twelve years old.
The concept is a family’ one,
Le. as close to the natural ex-
tended family as possible.

— There is no contract,
no committed hours. The
commitment is to be mutu-
ally agreed.

— After application, an
in-home interview is held.
Police check, and references,
including one from a physi-
cian are requested,

— Matches are based on
compatibility, and geo-
graphic location.

— Currently there are
approximately 130 matches
on-going, involving about six
hundred people. IncIuded in
these figures are 62 single
parent families and 48 smgle
grandparents living alone.

— Waiting for matches:
as of June 1992 there are 43
single parent families and 66
two parent families with a
total of 194 children.

— Volunteer Grandpar-
ents Society was created in
1973 in conjunction with the
Children’s Aid Society.

— Incorporated in 1974,
the Society operates under the
direction ofa Volunteer Board.

— The Society is chiefly
funded through the Provin-
cial Ministry of Social Ser-
vices. We are also an affiliate
of the United Way. Corporate
sponsorship for our Bus Ad
Campaign was provided by
B.C. Gas.

— At present there are
four part-time employees,

one executive director, two

counsellors and a secretary.

—— There are three annual
events: Christmas, Easter,
and Summer Picnic.

—— There is a newsletter
published.

Who should apply

Volunteer Grandparents,
Volunteer Grandchildren and
their families are people from
all walks of life and all eco-
nomic brackets. What they
have in common is an appreci-
ation for close friendships
with people of all ages and a
desire to have a surrogate
grandchild or grandparent to
share some of the pleasures
and special occasions of life.

Our families are single or
two parent families with

varying numbers of children.

% All children need
a grandparent ...
would you be will-
ing to share your
time and love? *®

Our grandparents can have
grandchildren or may never
have had children. They can
be couples or single people. If
you have a particular kind of
relationshipin mind it will be
taken into consideration
along with geographic loca-
tion and compatibility.

The process

In order for us to get to
know you a little better, a
counsellor will make an ap-
pointment to come to your
home tomeet you and give you
the opportunity to talk more
about your expectations of a
relationship with a family.

We will compare the appli-
cations of familiesin your area
until a likely match is found.
Then we will contact you by
phone and describe the family
to you. If you are interested,
we will suggest possible meet-
ing times. The same is then
done with the family.

The first meeting is usu-
ally held in the family’s home
with the counsellor present.

It is an opportunity to break
the ice and take the first step
into the relationship. It is a
chance to talk about time
schedules, about who will
take responsibility for tele-
phoning, etc. It also gives ev-
eryone the opportunity to
make an initial investigation
of common likes and dislikes.

After the introduction
the counsellor will be in
touch on a regular basis. If
the family or the grandpar-
ent are having concerns re-
garding the relationship or
just wanttotalk, the counsel-
lor is always available.

Call 736-8271 for more
information.

VOLUNTEER GRANDPARENTS SOCIETY
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