Bridging Generations
Fall 2010

A Successful Event
This year’s annual volunteer appreciation event took place at Confederation Park
on August 29th. We had about 65 program participants attend the BBQ. Stephanie, our UBC Co-op student did an amazing job organizing the event supported by
Angela, Po-Yi and Paul. Together they worked diligently on creating the piñata
which was enjoyed by all the children.

Our Creative Pinata ( character from
‘ H ow to Tame Your Dragon ’

The event was an opportunity for our
program participants to socialize with
other families and volunteers. We
thank everyone who shared the day
with us.
We would also like to thank Denise,
Irene and Amber for volunteering the
day of the event by providing face
painting activities and helping with sign
in and arts and crafts.

Children collecting all the candy from the
broken Pinata

We extend a special thank you to the
following companies for contributing
to our Volunteer Appreciation event:
Chevron
Brentwood Mall
Safeway
Tim Horton’s
Subway
Without your support, our event would
not have been so successful.
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Final Thoughts from our Summer Co-op Students:
When I started working for Volunteer Grandparents back in May, I had no
idea what I was in for. These last few months have been an endless flurry
of excitement. Everyone said that summer would be over before I knew it,
and they were right! The first project I took on was planning and organizing the book launch. I had to develop my professional correspondence
skills and work on maintaining a good work relationship with businesses
we would be in contact with. Our launch took place on July 24th, in the
McGill branch of the Burnaby Public Library and went off without a hitch.
Thanks again to everyone that came out; it was great to finally meet everyone that I had read about in Growing from the Roots. The other event I
was in charge of was the Volunteer Appreciation Picnic. Throughout the
week the weather network called for rain and clouds, but things pulled through for us
and we were able to enjoy a great afternoon in the park.
This internship has taught me so much, not only about the administrative duties and responsibilities of running a non-profit organization but also about the relationships between families. As I go back to UBC this fall and continue towards my degrees in psychology and sociology, I plan to take what I’ve learned this summer to heart. Watching
the relationships grow within our program has taught me something that no course ever
could. I wish all of our matches, those awaiting matches and supporters the best.
Cheers, Stephanie.

Reflections from Angela Walsh:
I have had a wonderful experience working with Volunteer Grandparents
this summer as the Communications/Outreach Coordinator. Over the
summer, I have worked on a number of different projects including updating the Volunteer Grandparents website and creating posters to promote the Growing from the Roots book launch and the organization as a
whole. Additionally, I have managed the Kids Up Front ticket exchange
program. I hope that my work will help attract more supporters and volunteers to this wonderful program. Getting to know the families and
grandparents involved with Volunteer Grandparents and hearing all of
your stories has been immensely gratifying. I would like to wish you all
the best with your grandparent and grandchild matches!
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